
The Council has some concerns regarding the scoping document for Greenhill Solar Farm, areas C, D, and E.
Particularly the following items that have been scoped out:

22.1.1 - it is proposed to scope out of the environmental statement ‘Major accidents and Disasters’. The Parish Council consider that the following proposes significant risk and should be scoped in.

1. BESS.
 The recent amendment is that ‘Battery Energy Storage Systems’ are to be considered in areas ‘C’ Wood Lodge Farm, and ‘E’ the central Mears Ashby area of 550 acres.
Battery Storage Systems are notoriously unsafe, liable to catch fire and require hundreds of gallons of water to extinguish. Run-off from such a fire contains significant amounts of pollutants and can contaminate watercourses. Both areas are close to water courses that eventually run into Sywell reservoir at the Country Park. 

Water pressure throughout the parish is 'Low' and often unreliable due to antiquated, inefficient water tower and associated pipework. There has been occasions throughout recent times when the village has suffered  a number of water supply outages due to the inadequate infrastructure. Full consideration must be given to the local services ability to effectively deal with these potential accidents or disasters. 

2. Aviation Incidents.
Given the proximity of Sywell airfield to the 850 acres of solar panels proposed around Mears Ashby, particularly Wood Lodge Farm, which sits at the end of the runway, there is clearly a significant risk of ‘glint and glare’ to all aircraft within the ATZ (Air traffic Zone of Safety) This zone extends vertically to 2000ft and has a 2km radius. This zone is under absolute control of the tower and nothing is allowed to impinge on the safe operation of ‘landing and ‘taking off’.

3. Table 24.1
Horse Facilities.
Adjacent to Area ‘D’ is the Equestrian Centre for the sole use of The Hannah Payne Riding for the Disabled Group., Charity No 1119963. patron HRH The Princess Royal.
This provides unique and important horse riding therapy for 3 to 16 year old children.
The Centre, of stables and fields, join up to and are totally overlooked by the first field in Area D. This proposed field has a significant slope bearing down on the field and stables. Horses are notoriously easy to frighten and are animals of flight. The invasion of machinery and noise would  put a stop to any riding activity and glint and glare from the panels, once in place, would also spook the horses and their riders.

4. Glint and Glare, only visual receptors scoped in between 1-2km

The owners of the stables and fields have their own property, within the same area as the stables and are approximately 100m from the edge of Area D. The Environmental Impact Assessment report 15.4.27 states the applied distance should be 1km. Glint and glare from the panels on the down slope of Area D, will have a massive impact on the owners. Visual receptors should be scoped in from 0 -2km.

Transport and Access. Chapter 13 Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Report.

The Council also has concerns regarding the identification of “local routes” to reach Green Hill sites C, D and E from identified SRN and MRN routes. (Paragraph 13.3). Page 222.

At paragraph 13.3.8 Highfield Road is identified as a suitable local route to access Green Hill site D notwithstanding that this route is described in the report as, “a single lane rural road with limited passing places”.

Highfield Road is unsuitable for HGV’s and large vehicles with no room to manoeuvre and no passing or turning places.

The road has crumbling soft verge and road surface. It is not designed to carry anything other than local traffic.

At paragraph 13.3.9 Wilby Road is identified as bisecting Green Hill site E, “and can be used to access Green Hill site E and the A509”.

Our comments with regards to the suitability of Highfield Road apply equally to Wilby Road.

Additionally, Wilby Road has an acute left right bend in a dip which limits visibility and makes it unsuitable for use by HGV’s. Such usage would pose a significant risk to other road users.

At paragraph 13.3.9 Mears Ashby Road is identified as providing access to Green Hill site E.

This road is a major commuter route between the A45 and A43 and has two blind bends at the summit of high ground limiting visibility for road users. The road also has significant agricultural, cycling and pedestrian traffic.

The identified “local routes” would not allow large vehicles to turn to leave by the same route potentially forcing traffic into the village of Mears Ashby and Sywell.

At paragraph 13.1(page 222) Fig 1 identifies the local road network lined in black.

This includes Highfield Road, Wilby Road and Mears Ashby/Earls Barton Road entering the village of Mears Ashby and being linked by Wilby Road on the Southern boundary of the village and Wellingborough Road on the eastern boundary of the village.

Wilby Road and Wellingborough Road are within the curtilage of the village and are subject to weight restrictions. Access is limited due to road width, on street parking and tight bends. They are unsuitable for use by HGV’s.

The village should not be used as a “rat run” for construction or maintenance traffic as this would pose a significant danger to residents and their property. This would also be a significant increase in the risk of accident around the primary school area. Linking Highfield Road to the other major artery, Earls Barton Road via North Street, along which numerous young children make their way too and from school each day. 

The parish council would express its concerns with the overall project and in particular:

1. That there is no analysis of the full cradle to grave impact over the 40 year life cycle of the solar farm.

2. The revenues from the solar farm belong to an organisation that is not based in the UK.
 

3. Sustainability is not the same as energy security. Whilst the solar farm might create sustainable energy, there is no guarantee that the energy is secure for the duration of the planned life of the solar farm as the offshore legal entity might decide not to sell the energy to the UK grid.
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